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Congress has had this funding request for 
more than a year, and there is no reason for 
further delay. This money is urgently needed 
to support military operations in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. I put forward some reasonable re-
quirements this bill must meet. First, this bill 
must give our troops the resources they need 
to defeat the terrorists and extremists. Sec-
ond, the bill must not tie the hands of our 
commanders. And third, the bill must not ex-
ceed the reasonable and responsible funding 
levels I have requested. 

Congress has had 16 months to decide how 
they will meet these requirements, and now 
the time has come for them to support our 
troops in harm’s way. If Congress does not 
act, critical accounts at the Department of 
Defense will soon run dry. At the beginning 
of next month, civilian employees may face 
temporary layoffs. The Department will have 
to close down a vital program that is getting 
potential insurgents off the streets and into 
jobs. The Pentagon will run out of money 
it needs to support critical day-to-day oper-
ations that help keep our Nation safe. And 
after July, the Department will no longer be 
able to pay our troops, including those serv-
ing in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Our men and women in uniform and their 
families deserve better than this. Around the 
world, our troops are taking on dangerous 
missions with skill and determination. In Af-
ghanistan, they’re delivering blows to the 
Taliban and Al Qaida. In Iraq, they’ve helped 
bring violence down to its lowest point since 
late March of 2004. Civilian deaths are down. 
Sectarian killings are down. As security has 
improved, the economy has improved as 
well, and political reconciliation is taking 
place at the grassroots and national levels. 
The Iraqi security forces are becoming more 
capable, and as they do, our troops are begin-
ning to come home under a policy of return 
on success. 

Each day, the men and women of our 
Armed Forces risk their lives to make sure 
their fellow citizens are safer. They serve 
with courage and honor. They’ve earned the 
respect of all Americans. And they deserve 
the full support of Congress. I often hear 
Members of Congress say they oppose the 
war but still support the troops. Now they 
have a chance to prove it. Congress should 

pass a responsible funding bill that gives our 
men and women in uniform the resources 
they need and the support they have earned. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:30 a.m. 
on June 6 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 7. The 
transcript was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on June 6 but was embargoed for 
release until the broadcast. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address. 

Statement on the Death of 
Jim McKay 

June 7, 2008 

Laura and I were saddened to learn of the 
passing of Jim McKay. For a generation of 
Americans, Jim was more than the much- 
honored host of ‘‘Wide World of Sports’’ and 
ABC’s Olympic coverage. He was a talented 
and eloquent newsman and storyteller whose 
special gift was his ability to make the viewers 
at home genuinely care about more than just 
who won or lost. 

Jim was at his best during what had to be 
his most difficult assignment, hosting with 
skill and sensitivity ABC’s blanket coverage 
of the 1972 Munich Olympics hostage crisis. 

Off camera, he was a compassionate and 
generous person and devoted family man. 

We are also grateful for Jim’s service to 
his country as a naval officer aboard a mine-
sweeper during World War II. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Jim’s 
wife, Margaret, his children, Sean and Mary, 
and all of his family and friends. 

Interview With Natasa Briski of 
Slovenia’s POP TV 

June 6, 2008 

Ms. Briski. First of all, I would like to 
thank you very much for this opportunity and 
for your time, Mr. President. Thank you very 
much. 

The President. You’re welcome. 
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President’s Visit to Slovenia 

Ms. Briski. Your first—7 years ago—and 
what just might be your very last trip to Eu-
rope as President include both—includes 
both times a stop in Slovenia. Excellent 
choice, I might add. [Laughter] 

The President. I don’t blame you for say-
ing it. First of all, my first trip was con-
sequential because that’s where I first met 
Vladimir Putin. This trip is consequential be-
cause, of course, we’re going to have an EU- 
U.S. summit. And my impressions of Slo-
venia—I’ve told this to a lot of people—is 
first of all, it’s a beautiful country. 

Ms. Briski. It is. 
The President. Probably somewhat undis-

covered in America, but my fellow citizens 
ought to go and explore Slovenia cause it’s, 
I think, not only—it’s got—I mean, you can 
ski; you can play golf. 

Ms. Briski. It’s a lot of opportunities for 
mountain biking. 

The President. You can fish, mountain 
biking. So it’s beautiful. And plus, the people 
are incredibly friendly. 

EU-U.S. Summit 

Ms. Briski. You are coming for the U.S.- 
EU summit. 

The President. Right. 
Ms. Briski. To—no dramatic announce-

ments expected. But it will be the last sum-
mit for you. 

The President. Yes. 
Ms. Briski. What outcome would you like 

to see? 
The President. Well, you know, look, the 

important thing about these summits is that 
it reaffirms our mutual values of human 
rights and human liberty, of our desire to 
work together on some key issues. And the 
United States and Europe has had its dif-
ferences on certain issues, and—but we’ve 
always had the same common values. And 
it’s important for me to signal to the Euro-
peans, as well as my fellow citizens, that this 
relationship is an important relationship. And 
I’m confident the next President will see it 
as an important relationship as well. But we’ll 
discuss a lot of important issues there too. 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization/ 
Europe-U.S. Relations 

Ms. Briski. You’re also coming to cele-
brate the 60th anniversary of Marshall plan 
and Berlin Airlift, the historic role U.S. had 
after World War II in supporting Europe. 
And, you know, Europe has changed a lot 
recently: Western Balkans, two new states; 
Kosovo high on a priority list for Slovenia’s 
Presidency. I would like to hear, what do you 
think are the most memorable events, Eu-
rope-wise, that your administration helped to 
achieve in the past 7 years? 

The President. Well, one, of course, is the 
expansion of NATO. And it’s a—I’ll never 
forget going to Romania right after nations— 
some nations were admitted into NATO and 
talking about Article 5—an attack on one is 
an attack on all. And a lot of countries had 
come from a different style of government 
and a different type of security arrangements 
to one in which free nations were bound to-
gether. And so the expansion of NATO and 
the offering of—sending a positive signal to 
Georgia and Ukraine recently has been an 
incredibly positive accomplishment. 

I think working together in Afghanistan is 
a—is going to be an historic achievement; 
helping a young democracy recover from a 
society in which women, for example, were 
treated as unbelievably second-class citizens. 
I mean, it was just a barbaric regime. 

Hopefully, in terms of trade, that we’ll 
fight off protectionism and keep trade open. 
I know there’s some trade disputes going on, 
but that shouldn’t prevent us from being ac-
tive in terms of perpetuating free and fair 
trade. And so one of the things, of course, 
we’ll be discussing is the Doha round of the 
WTO. 

Iran/U.S. Foreign Aid 
Ms. Briski. That’s true. And it probably— 

Iran might be also high on the agenda at the 
summit? 

The President. Yes, Iran—kind of the 
common threats will be on the agenda. For 
me—as you know, I’m a big believer in free-
dom. Interesting that Europe is now whole, 
free, and at peace, and there’s a reason why. 
And we got to, in my judgment, extend that 
same concept to the Middle East, from which 
a lot of violence comes. And obviously, one 
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of the problems that we face is preventing 
Iran from developing the know-how as to 
how to make a nuclear weapon. 

And so we’ll be discussing that kind of joint 
efforts, multilateral efforts. But, you know, 
I also want to emphasize that—but the 
United States—and I personally feel very 
strongly about helping people realize the 
blessings of life by freeing them from HIV/ 
AIDS or malaria or hunger. And I’m very 
proud of our Nation’s accomplishments in 
terms of those agenda items. And I’m looking 
forward to working with our European col-
leagues to see if we can’t make it even more 
robust. 

Visa Waiver Program 
Ms. Briski. Next question would be on 

visa waiver. 
The President. Yes. [Laughter] 
Ms. Briski. It’s an issue. I know. It’s an 

issue in Europe. 
The President. It is an issue. It is an issue. 
Ms. Briski. And you know that currently, 

United States enforces two different systems 
for travelers from—— 

The President. Yes. 
Ms. Briski. ——European countries. 

Plus, you just announced new, stricter rules 
for countries that are part of the Visa Waiver 
Program. I wanted to hear your opinion on 
that, and maybe your answer to those in Eu-
rope who say that America is not as wel-
coming a place that it used to be. 

The President. Yes. No, look, I’m con-
cerned about that impression, because we 
are a welcoming place. We want our friends 
to come. We want investment to be open. 

You know, first of all, I can understand 
why many of our friends in Europe who 
aren’t treated like other nations within the 
EU are treated on visas are concerned. They 
say, ‘‘Wait a minute. We’re very supportive 
of the United States. We like the United 
States. And yet we’re treated differently 
when it comes to visas.’’ And this is a hang-
over from the old visa system, which I have 
been assiduously working to change. And we 
are making good progress. As a matter of fact, 
there—I think there’s going to be quite a few 
nations that were—will get visa waiver. 

As to whether or not we’ve made it harder 
for visa waiver countries to come to the 

United States, actually not. We’ve made it 
easier. In other words, you file your paper-
work online before you come to the United 
States, which should actually facilitate travel, 
we hope. But, look, I am concerned that peo-
ple say, ‘‘Well, America no longer wants us 
to come,’’ when it’s the exact opposite of my 
personal point of view and the view of my 
Government. 

America’s Image Abroad 
Ms. Briski. Sure. And I have to ask you 

this: Public surveys taken globally indicate 
kind of anti-Americanism, and—— 

The President. Yes. 
Ms. Briski. ——Europe is no exception 

in that. Do you believe that the American 
brand needs a makeover? 

The President. No. I mean, we stand for 
liberty and human rights and freedom. Look, 
I’ve had to make some tough decisions that 
some people didn’t like. But the truth of the 
matter is, when you really look at—like, for 
example, our relations in the Far East, we 
got great relations with Japan, China, and 
Korea—South Korea. Or India, for exam-
ple—we got new relations with India that no 
administration has ever pushed—South 
America and Central America. 

My attitude is this—this is what I tell peo-
ple. First of all, you can’t make decisions 
based upon opinion polls. Secondly, that a 
lot of people like America. They may not 
sometimes necessarily like the President, but 
they like America. They like what America 
stands for. Otherwise, why would so many 
people wanting to be—come here, for exam-
ple, which we welcome. And so I don’t— 
I hear just stuff like that, and I just—I dis-
miss it as kind of like what happens when 
there’s, kind of, gossip and rumors and—be-
cause the truth of the matter is, America, 
just like many nations in Europe, stands for 
what’s right, which is decency and freedom 
of speech and freedom to worship. And I’m 
very proud of my country, obviously. 

2008 Presidential Election 
Ms. Briski. Okay. And on American Presi-

dency, actually on elections, international 
policies are the aspects where the President’s 
work—that—where the Commander in 
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Chief has an opportunity to change the his-
tory’s course. 

The President. Yes. 
Ms. Briski. And that is why people around 

the world follow the American elections very, 
very closely. It’s been very interesting so far. 

The President. Yes, it has. 
Ms. Briski. The Democrats—Democratic 

candidates have not been very easy on you. 
The President. Of course not. They got 

me—look, if you’re—that’s what happens. I 
mean, they say, ‘‘We want change.’’ Of 
course—and I tell people, every time I ran 
for politics I said, ‘‘We want change,’’ unless, 
of course, I was the incumbent, in which case 
I was not for change; I was for myself. But 
what you’ll see is a lot of rhetoric, and I un-
derstand that. It’s—and, you know, I’m in 
an unusual position because for the past 14 
years, I’ve been an active candidate myself, 
and now I’m kind of getting to be a senior— 
kind of senior status. And I’ll help my party, 
and of course, I’m for John McCain. But 
there will be a lot of debate, and it will be 
interesting to watch these candidates. 

Ms. Briski. Sure. So your message to the 
44th President of the United States would 
be? 

The President. Stand on principle. Stay 
strong, promote freedom, defend America, 
and work with our friends and allies to 
achieve common objectives. 

Ms. Briski. Mr. President, thank you very 
much for this interview. I hope you will have 
a safe flight to Europe. And as you referred 
to Slovenia 2 years ago, on our Prime Min-
ister’s visit to the White House, as an ‘‘inter-
esting slice of heaven,’’ I hope you will have 
a heavenly stay. 

The President. I’ll bet I do. 
Ms. Briski. Thank you very much. 
The President. Thank you so much. Good 

to see you. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at 10:15 a.m. in 
the Map Room at the White House for later 
broadcast. In his remarks, the President referred 
to Prime Minister Vladimir Putin of Russia, in his 
former capacity as the President of Russia; and 
Republican Presidential candidate John McCain. 
Natasa Briski referred to Prime Minister Janez 
Jansa of Slovenia. The transcript was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on June 8. 

Executive Order 13465—Amending 
Executive Order 12989, as Amended 

June 6, 2008 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including sub-
section 121(a) of title 40 and section 301 of 
title 3, United States Code, and in order to 
take further steps to promote economy and 
efficiency in Federal Government procure-
ment, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Executive Order 12989 of Feb-
ruary 13, 1996, as amended, is further 
amended: 

(a) by striking the title and inserting in lieu 
thereof ‘‘Economy and Efficiency in Govern-
ment Procurement Through Compliance 
with Certain Immigration and Nationality 
Act Provisions and Use of an Electronic Em-
ployment Eligibility Verification System’’; 
and 

(b) by striking the material that follows the 
title and precedes section 1 of the order and 
inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

‘‘This order is designed to promote econ-
omy and efficiency in Federal Government 
procurement. Stability and dependability are 
important elements of economy and effi-
ciency. A contractor whose workforce is less 
stable will be less likely to produce goods 
and services economically and efficiently 
than a contractor whose workforce is more 
stable. It is the policy of the executive branch 
to enforce fully the immigration laws of the 
United States, including the detection and 
removal of illegal aliens and the imposition 
of legal sanctions against employers that hire 
illegal aliens. Because of the worksite en-
forcement policy of the United States and 
the underlying obligation of the executive 
branch to enforce the immigration laws, con-
tractors that employ illegal aliens cannot rely 
on the continuing availability and service of 
those illegal workers, and such contractors 
inevitably will have a less stable and less de-
pendable workforce than contractors that do 
not employ such persons. Where a contractor 
assigns illegal aliens to work on Federal con-
tracts, the enforcement of Federal immigra-
tion laws imposes a direct risk of disruption, 
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